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History tells it that the Bobo, who are people from Burkina Faso craft many masks which look like animals. They use these masks for their spiritual ceremonies. The masks look like different animals. For example, the picture I took at the museum resembles the hornbill bird which according to the Bobo people is known as Kuma. Research shows that the mask was created in the twentieth century by the Bobo people of Burkina Faso. It is made of wood and pigment. Because the pigment cannot be clearly identified, the mask can be easily classified as a wood sculpture. It is really amazing how a person can carve such a bug wood to look the way they want. The mask measures about 27 inches tall. It is believed that the mask was a gift of Rosemary and George Lois although history does not give full details about it.

There are several notable specifications of the mask. To start with,  the mask is made of wood. It comprises of several colors such as ochre, black, white and red-brown. The colors are applied in different parts of the mask and in different shapes. In the face, the colors are applied in a triangular shape. In addition, the mouth is made in a square shape and it is painted in red-brown. It is also carved downwards. The nose is long and pointing. There is a lot that can be seen in the mask apart from its mouth. The eyes are just holes which are carved in square shapes and the ears are shaped in horse shoes (Finley, 1999).  
There is a long horizontal extension from the center of the mask’s forehead, which is a wide beak. It looks like that of a hornbill which the Bobo people refer to as Kuma. In addition, from the back of the head, there is another curving that rises over the head. It is a long curved horn. The right side of the mask is painted with red-brown color and the left has few traces of red-brown color. The faded color may be due to erosion because the mask has been there for quite a long time. For purposes of attachment, the mask is drilled two holes, one on the top and another on the bottom. It is really interesting to look at the mask. Nothing interests more than its flat rectangular shaped ears and a beard which is fan-shaped (Finley, 1999). Its projecting lips are parted in order to show the tongue and beard. Unlike in normal human faces, the eyes of the mask are aligned in a horizontal pattern with the ears. The whole surface of the mask is decorated with twisting lines which are colored with black, white and faded reddish-brown color. On the attachment holes, the artist who carved the mask put a fiber rope in order to secure the costume to the head (Manson, Knight, & Harvey, 2011). 
Among the Bobo people of Burkina Faso, masks like this were very significant. They were used for performance during important occasions like funerals in honoring a dead member of a family and escorting their spirit to start the long journey in the spirit world. In such occasions the mask can symbolize the spirit of ancestors who come to do certain things in the lives of the people. Like many other masks, the Kuma mask combines different animals. It blends characteristics of hornbill bird and has a horn of a buffalo. This is a combination of animals which according to the Bobo culture are associated with great wisdom and danger. According to the Bobo culture, men who wear such masks perform during initiation rites of other men. They also perform during funerals of important elders and the yearly harvest ceremonies. Sources indicate that different African cultures share some of their beliefs and the fact that the Kuma mask has a single buffalo horn may be an indication that the design may have been shared by several clans and the original design which had two horns could have been changed to some extent (Finley, 1999). 
The Bobo people live in the northern part of Burkina Faso. They shifted from the further north and came along with their style of carving. They are believed to have lived in different places and due to that, they have mixed together ideas about spirituality, farming, and religion from the many cultures they have lived with (Bouju, 2008). According to research, there are few examples of the Bobo masks and among the few, Kuma is one of them. Actually, it is one of the well known examples of masks by the Bobo people. Majority of the activities carried out by the Bobo people are aimed at unifying them and showing respect or honoring their own. The masks are used on special occasions like honoring the initiation of young boys as they graduate to adulthood. One of the major activities for the Bobo people is agriculture and its aim is to unify the whole community. That is why men always dress in hornbill masks during harvest. Although the mask I took a picture of seems to have faded, during harvest, men dress in brightly colored masks. The Bobo people are strong conservatives of their culture and the mask is a great symbol of the culture. Their masks have remained relevant even after many years because they value them and they utilize them even to date (Roy, 1987). 
In many communities in Burkina Faso, the  origins of masking traditions are associated with myths. Likewise, the origin of the Kuma mask is linked to a myth. A myth is given of how a woman was visited by spirits and instructed on how a mask should be carved to honor the gods and the specifications she was given led to the creation of the Kuma mask. Each of the specification in the mask has a significant meaning, which has made the Bobo people to stick to the culture over the years (Finley, 1999). 
In conclusion, the Kuma mask is one of the major masks of the Bobo people of Burkina Faso. It is also known as the Hornbill mask. It is a combination of different images, as it shows certain characteristics of a hornbill, a buffalo and human. Based on the culture of the Bobo, the hornbill shows wisdom and the buffalo is a significance of the dangerous animal. The mask is an important aspect of the Bobo culture because it is used in important occasions such as celebrating and honoring initiation of young men as they become adults. It is also used during funerals of male elders and during harvests. The one buffalo horn on the head shows that the design of the mask may have been transferred from different communities hence, the original has been changed. The Bobo people have strictly held to their culture over the years and value their masks a lot, especially the Kuma mask. 
References

Bouju, J. (2008). Urban dwellers, politicians and dirt: an anthropology of everyday governance in Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso). In The governance of daily life in Africa (pp. 143-170). Brill.

Finley, C. (1999). The art of African masks: Exploring cultural traditions. Lerner Publications.

Manson, K., Knight, J., & Harvey, G. (2011). Burkina Faso. Bradt Travel Guides.

Roy, C. D. (1987). The spread of mask styles in the Black Volta Basin. African arts, 20(4), 40-90.
